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EW DELHI: Since the foreign press had lately
enthroned him “the Crown Prince” and “the likely
heir to a pelitical dynasty” (TIME: Feb. 2, 1976), I put
this fable of a dynastic succession directly to Sanjay
Gandhi. His answer was it wa

“IN A DEMOCRACY SUCH THINGS DON'T ARISE.”

a8 clear as 1t was

7 On the other major “Right-Left” controversy over which
“differences” had reportedly arisen between the Prime Minister
and her son, also, Sanjay came out with a brief but crushing
rejoinder

- «“f BELIEVE IN ANYTHING TH AT WILL HELP THE POOR

' JUST ![_TJ‘HN(Q WORDS SUCH AS RIGHT AND LEFT HAS

H NO MEANING. THIS IS A POINT ON WHICH THERE IS NO

Gandhi is a3 young m
very few words. To him,
Y S spell WORKS, ACTION,
PERFORMANCE. Language is
a bond of commitment; there-
fore. he deliberately maintains
a low profile in his talks as
well as speeches. Promises. and
programmes, in his view, must
be matched by performance,

This invests everything he
% says or does with a sturdy,
rational commonsense, uninhi-
bvd bited by ideology. and conse-
30 | quently likely to pe misunder-
firi stood by political ideologues.

ST, Hence the Left-Right, So-
: cialism-Capitalism contro-

'IJ versy. Sanjay has no time for
wo the confounding confusions
st and contradictions of the
forl  warring ideologies that have
tn“’ tied up performance in a
561!11:3 Gordian knot. Like Alexan-
Rai der, he would cut, the knot
lied with the sword should the

need arise

g);
< - Plan for Youth
Action

during the two sessions I had
with him was his down-to-
grassroots realism. Take, for
example, his plan of action for
the Youth Congress. It is an
eminently practical programme
of involvement in the recon-
. struction of the poorer and
weaker sections of society, a
project to set up block level
officers all over the counftry in
order to involve young doctors,
lawyers, teachers, etcetera, in
the service of the ignorant and
illiterate peasantry.

This isa genuinely Gandhian

 Jeast one person a year to read

i

What impressed me mdst’

programme in its simplieity
and directness:  “To teach at

.and write; to plant and look
‘after one tree every year; to

DIFFERENCE OF OPINION BETWEEN MY MOTHER AND MIE.”

\

~SANJAY GANDHI télls BLITZ I—————”" B
in this exclusive interview |
with R. K. KARANJIA

A A A A A A AN A G AT AT IS

According to Sanjay. “at pre- Gandhi and his Youth Cong-
sent there is a wave of enthu- ress are mighty proud of thei

siasm . . . The (20-Point) Pro- first major enterprise. Ee s

gramme is going faster than i
any programme ever announc- We of BLITZ had been seek-
ed before. Unfortunately, a ing to resurrect over the years
large part of the implementa- Gandhiji’'s fanted ‘Talisman”
tion has to be done by the tO his followers to think and
bureaucracy who do mot have work in terms of “the poorest
a stake in it...The Youih of the poor and the weakest of
Congress can help by acting as the .weak". This talisman today
THE EYES AND EARS OF THE motivates Sanjay Gandhis
GOVERNMENT by checking the thoughts as well as actions. -

work done and reporting omn

| Rt For swadeshi
. ¢ olutions
True to Gandhi’s =
66 » 29 It is this Gandhian faith,
Tahsman in the final analysis, ‘that

= i makes him reject foreign ideo-
An important point made by logies for swadeshi solutions
him in regard to the “Garibi arising from India’s own ethos,
Hatao” programme is that it culture and civilisation. True
‘s‘hould be 5o implemented that 45 the Mahatma’s evangel, he
the. person involved can feel pelieves in everything swadeshi.
the results. : This faith led him to produce
India’s first wholly swadeshi
The Youth Congress has al- ear, in design no less than the
ready set up a model Of this machine, without Copylng
kind of achievement in the foreign models like Fiat or
Capital where the juggiwallas  Morris. It again persuaded him
have now become masters of to  sacrifice Western-style -
their own property with each clothes in favour of the Indian
person earning 8 minimum kurta-pyjama.
Rs. 175 per month, In this
enterprise, at least the rehabi- That does not . mean, how-
litated slum-dwellers “oan feel' ever, that the designer of the
the  mesul ‘and  Sanjay Maruti mwmobﬂe : cherishes

L
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pseudo-mahatmic ideas. Sanjay
Gandhi is about as suspicious
of godmen, transcendental
meditators and the like as he
is of the Marxist radicals,

His socialist
conscience

Why? — I 'asked: and the
answer demonstrated a gennine
socialist consecience: “Have yeu
woticed that the godmen are
always @ surrounded by wealth
and power?” — he queried, to
add “if a poer man seeks their
darshan_ he will have to wait a
whele week, while the uea!tby
ehaps get immedizte avdience.”

This sentiment for, and com-
mitment to, the poor and the
weak is the bedrock upon
which Sanjay Gandhi wants to
rm,onstruct the Youth Cong-
yess, his first political charge,
and. later, hepefully. also the
Ruling Party. The interview
¥hat follows make this fact
guite cleor

For a contiiton
membership

+ To the best of my recol-
® jeetion, you have not yet
d the Congress. Do

R

Fthout becoming a

~Congress ‘ n
primary member of the Con-
gress?

A I have become a member
= ® of the Youth Congress.
The National Students’ Union
of India, the Youth Congress
‘and the National Congress
are parts of the same organi-
sation, but for some reasens
al  three have a different
membpership. It might save
sonte paper work if they had
2 common membership: that

is. a Congress member who is
a student and below 25 eould
antomatically be a wmember
of the NSUI, and those be-
low 35 members of the IYC,
without any separate wmen-
bership. : @

Tasks for ,Youth
Congress

Q: Now that you have been
elected to the National
Couneil of the Youth Con-
gress and are actively involv-
ed in its day-to-day activi-
ties, could you briefly out-
line what you  want the
Youth Congress to be and
what programmes are intend-
ed to be earried out by this
reorganised body?

A = A large number ef our
young people want te do
something for the country
but don’t know what to do.
At present there is a wave of
enthusiasm. The Youth Con-
gress can help formulate
plans fo put these young
people to work, The tasks
should be easy, not very time
consuming, and such that
the person involved ean feel
the resulfs.

- 3 = Pres
'}U give free servive of

an«)
writing out applications and

letters for illiterate people;
(iii) TO involve yeung
tors to go out and
medical
people
diet;

about hygiene

to appear in Court,
step a poor man
meney onp a hopeless case;
(v) TO teach at

BROADLY the pregramme put

doc-
give free
adviece and teach
and
(iv) TO invelve young
lawyers to give free legal ad-
viee—that is, not necessarily
but fto
spending

least one

T

GANDHI
Commitmenit to the poor

SANJAY

person a year o read and
write; (vi) TO plant and
look after one tree every
year; (vii) TO fight against
dowry, and - (viii): TO pro-
mote family planning.

Check & report
crimes

¢« Cannot: the Youth Con-
gress workers du'ectly m-

L A=50C -
Iran, im es mlpl( the \mmg
party Lamas have been arm-
ed with atatu;ory powers to
execute the S8hahanshah’s
anti-inflation erusade. Why
can't the Youth Congresa be
similarly used?

Az The Youth Congress wor-
kerg~< Wl‘%hge'ﬁ things
like Jroardings, black-market-
ing. but their aetivity
sheuld be limited to CHECEK-
G and REPORTING. AC-
"TON should be taken by the
police, otherwise _corruption
might creep into the Youth
Congrws ;

DTe

Land Army at
State level:

Q ‘What about the Youth
.Land  Army project we
have been discussing? Can't
unemployed young men and
women be drafted in shock-
brigades of a vast Land
Army, and put to work on
project sites in the form of
. a volunteer labour force?
There are great tasks of na-
tional reconstruction lost
in governmental files like, for
example, Visvesvarayas gi-
gantic national- river grid
plan or Dinshaw Dastoor’s
more recent garland canal
project, awaiting a Land
Army. What prevents us
from harnessing unemployed
youth. to such great natio-
nal tasks?

« This is- a very good idea,
not only to get work done
but aise to get a more disci-
plined youth force. It could
~and should be taken up at
State level; in face, Uttar
Pradesh and Haryana are al-
ready considering this. Un-
fortunately, to take up a
project like this on a natio-
nal seale and to make it
compulsory would be very
expensive, even if we only
give three meals a day ins-
tead of pay. We way not be
able to afford it.

Holding vs
hoarding
Of course, the financing

Q: of such gigantic projects
requires funds and the na-

matter, 1 believe, your “food-
for-work” programme ofiers

the precise seolution neeces-
sary. Only the other day,
the Union Food.  Minister,

Jagjivan Ram, said in Mad-
ras that the farmers are
holding 25 to 30 million ton-
nes of foodstocks. If these
can be procured from the
noarders instead of the meas-
ly four miilion tonnes pre-
sently taken, you could feed
not only a million-strong
Land Army, but also the
gemi-starving section of our
population, Why ecan’t we
resort to such drastic reme-
dies necessitated by the
Emergency?
A The boldmg of grain by
farmers is neot the same
as bhoarding by ftraders. A
farmer normally stocks his
year's requirements at one
go0. Because of this it would
not be possible to deprive hina
of his stock.

Power & irrigation:
high priority

Q « We have some 140 million
* hectares of cultivable land
of which only 10 per cent is
used for more than one crop.
Besides,
million hectares of cultiva-
ble wasteland (gggt -the

vable
40 million
A « The main reason for har-
® vesting one erop is lack eof
irrigation. The Youth Con-
gress cannot irrigate this
- Jand, but we should glve hlgh
m-ionty to power and irriga-
tion in our planning, This
year, that fortunately is be~
ing done.

landless farmers,

Way to develop
- sports talent

« You said’ recently at a

public - meeting that we
should spot Sports talent,
also, for those youths who
are not well placed to go to
school or college. How do
you propose to do t.his djm-
cult job?

A _ Children who are good at
sports at the prlmary
school level should be given
scholarships to imstitutions
where their talent can deve-

iep. Haryana already has
ene such institute.
Eyes & ears
of Govt
Q To my mind, the discovery
of youth ' potential be-

comes possible when we pro-
gressively reduce poverty. In
this context, the implemen-
tation of the 20-Point Pro-
gramme announced by your
mother, which is a . time-
bound programme, the time
being one year, is erucial.
Our reports are that the pace
of implementation is below
expectation. What have you
to say to this default? In
what way can the Youth .
t'Ca;)slll;e,-re.ss help in this priority

A : Everything becomes easier
with the removal of po-
verty. THE PROGRAMME IS
GOING FASTER THAN ANY
FPROGRAMME EVER AN-
NOUNCED BEFORE. Unfor-
tunately a large part of the
implementation has to be
done by bureaucrats who de
not have a stake in it. Even
50 a number of States are
going on schedule with the

there are 40 to 50

p()LI‘l)Sal to our 37 fo

THE YOUTH CONGRESS CAN
HELP BY ACTING AS THE
EYES AND EARS OF THE
GOVERNMENT, BY CHEC-
KING THE WORK DONE
AND REPORTING ON FT.

Rehabilitation of
juggiwallas

Q : During our personal talks,

you came out with se-
veral refreshingly original
ideas about solving the un-
employment problem. If I re-
member aright you claimed
that you would rid the Capi-
tal of its excess of servants
by finding them more suit-
able and dignified employ-
ment elsewhere ' within five
years. We would like to
know more about this pro-
jeet.

A ¢ With the resettlement of
“jhuggis” in Delhi. we
found that the people com-
plaining meost were not the
“jhuggi” dwellers who, in
place eof an illegal shack,
have now become masters of
their own property, The com-
plaints eome from those whe |
had lost servants due to the
shifting. Everyone shifted |
was offered a job with the
Delhi Development Aw
ties at higher wage
orter g

No Left or Right:
Help the poor

« There were all sorts of
eanards, especially in the
Western press, that you used
to elash with your - mother
on many issues. You have
_mailed these lies, so have we
of BLITZ. At ' the same
time, you have gone on
record that . you could
have differences with your
_mother on certain issues
- (BLITZ: August 30 1975).
‘Now that the Prime Minis-
ter has reiterated at (handi-
garh her conviction that in
a country like India socia-
iism, of eourse, barnessed to
the native genius, alone can
take the nation forward. On
the other hand, you  have
been saying that you do not
pelieve in the Rigit-Left con-
troversy. Could you please
clarify?

A : I BELIEVE IN ANYTHING
THAT WILL HELP THE
POOR. JUST USING
WORDS SUCH AS LEFT AND
RIGHT HAS NO MEANING.
THIS IS A POINT ON
WHICH THERE IS NO DIF-
FERENCE OF OPINION BE-
TWEEN MY MOTHER AND

; SEve
vited Nixon to Peking?
True, Son,

‘To offer him th '
addy? e Premiershiy

I don’t know, Son.

@
‘And Daddy?
Go on, Son.
A ‘shortage of whisky i

‘ared by British Scotch-mak

By the 1980’s, Son.
But a floed of it is assured

4 Indian Seoteh-f:; .
addy? aker:

I don’t know, Son!

fax ! !

Il Sadhus,
nd Quacks ki
' the squeeze |
Income-Tax! jj



