a exhorts MPs to
opagate {ree planting

Hindustan Times Correspondent

NEW DELHI, Aug. 24—Mr Sanjay

dhi today described members
of Parliament as the real leaders
of the nation, and said they should
lead the masses in all spheres, in-
cluding tree plantation and family

lanning.
Mr Gandhi was inaugurating a
Vanamahotsava drive near the

| ning camp, too, in th

MPs’ Club, North Avenue. Organis-
ed by the Delhi Pradesh Congress
Committee, the function was at-
tended, emong others, by Union
Ministers V. C. Shukla, Om Mehta
and H. K. L. Bhagat.

At the outset of ms brief speech,
Mr Gandhi smilingly remarked that
he was under the impression that
he would be opening a family plan-
e area, He
hoped that before long a camp
{ would be actually started

In his speech, Mr Shukla said '
that Indians since time immemorial
| had held trees in high esteem.
| But the credit for articulating tree
plantation into a grand movement
should go to Mr Sanjay Gandhl
He spoke of the need for afforesta-
| tion to improve the environment.

Mr Om Mehta also congratulated
| Mr Gandhi end the Youth Cong-

1resa for taking up tree plantation
{on an ambitious scale, Planting a |

tree and then forgetting all about
it would not serve any purpose, he
said. Once plant a 8a
should be teken care of just like
a growing child.

th‘lgar Mehta also urged MPs to take

plantation and family
planning programmes to their
constituencies with as much vigour




