LUCKNOW, Jan. 5 — Anti-
dowry pledges signed by a million
and six hundred people were pre-
sented to Mr Sanjay Gandhi by
the UP Chief Minister, Mr N.
Tewari, here today at a special
function organised by the Educa-
tion Department.

Earlier, nearly another one mil-
lion people took the anti-dowry
pledge by raising their hands at
about 20 public meetings addres-
sed by Mr Gandhi during his ‘wo-
day hectic 450 km. tour of four
districts—Sultanpur, Jaunpur, Pra-
tapgarh and Rae Bareli — con-
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cluded this evening. At two meet-
ings he was also handed Lover
written pledges.

Mr Gandhi a

was accorded

D. thetever he went.
out a thousand welcome arches

were erected alon% the route he
0

passed _lined on th sides by
cheering crowds. Mr Gandhi, who
flew to Delhi this evening, re-

turns for another two-day tour ef
Basti, Faizabad, Gorakhpur and
Deoria districts on Jan. 8 and 9.

Almost at all his meetings, Mr
Gandhi laid special emphasis on
the need of eradicating the _evil
of dowry, which forms part of his

R

five-point programme - While the
family planning programme had
made fast progress in UP, the
anti-dowry campaign - had  not
made adequate headway, despite
its great importance. He said the
evil of dowry could not be eradic-
ated by Government legislations
or programmes alone. If the peo-
gle det;/i\(fied to sto%dit, ]it co;xld be
one. Women could also plav a
decisive role in  this regarc
by refusing to marry those de-
manding dowry.

He also made a r ttack
0 i : and said
it divide e people and created

artificiol distinctions of high and
low. There could be no progress
unlese  this evil was eradicated
~=7 ynless there was unity among
the peonle and distinction between
man and man because of his birth
disappeared

At his Fursetgani meeting, Mr
Gandhi asked the villagers to con-
centrate on raising food produc-
tion. He reminded them that the
per acre vield.in Punjab was two
and a half times more than that
in Rae Bareli The Sarda Sahayak
Canal waters would soon be avail-
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