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A personal
tribute

By Khushwant Singh

No greater tragedy could have
hit India than the passing of this
young man on whom millions of
Indians pinned their hopes for a
better future. As the lights go

N out of our homes, our hearts go

out to Indira Gandhi and
Maneka, two-month-old Feroze
Varuna, Rajeev and Sonia and

Amteshwar Anand. We dip our
flags in salute to this intrepid
young man.

I had known Sanjay over the
last many years and became
very fond of him. Some of it
was no doubt due to the farrago

{ of calumny that had been let
{ loose against him by wicked po-
liticians and self-styled intellec-
tuals of our cities. It was like

a father fighting back to defend
@ his wrongly maligned son. But

it was more due to his many
i qualities: a warm heart, a puck-
¥ ish sense of humour, fierce sense
4 of loyalty towards those who
il stood by him—and, above all,

a demonic zeal to get things
done without bureaucratic fuss
or fanfare, He was a living
example of practising what he
§ preached: kam ziyada baten
am—more work, less talk.

I will cherish many happy
memories of him: driving his
little Maruti over ploughed land
and stubble, with him urging me
to let it go full throttle; of his
visit to Bombay facing a crowd,
hurling vile abuse, with a gentle
fl smile on his face and counsel-
ling fiery Maneka to hold her
peace. Then of Sanjay triumph-
ant; flowers and deafening roar:
Desh ka meta—Sanjay Gandhil
# I met him last only a few days

ago. I had lots of recommenda-
tions, sifarish, to make and he
had given me half-an-hour of his
time to do so. I had selecte
only six. He took exactly six
minutes to say “No” six times and
sent me off with a cup of tea to
play with his son. 1 blessed him

(orv’beivgf‘:g,‘- piiivg. e, Lyl

ev:

clan: outspoken, honest, blunt.
IE& “no™ meant “no,” not “may
be.” His “yes” meant “yes, it
will be done.” Not “perhaps” er
“I'll see what I can do.”

We bid farewell to our young

i departed leader with tears that

will take an age to wipe off our
feves, His dying has made us
rarer gifts than gold. He has laid
ithe world away and poured out

Pl the red wine of youth, and given

up the years that were to be his.

The best tribute the nation can
fpay him is to create the India of
his dreams: green with teeming
forests, cleansed of all the filth
din its cities; with small healthy

j families and smiling happy ' girls

freed of worry over their dow-

¥ ries.

{Fatal fourth loop in air

funeral of Mr Sanjay Gandhi will
GEARE gﬁlzmu’%ga. < othe.

Samadhi of  bis" grandfather. Jawa-

harlal Nebru, tomorrow evening. .

o-pilot in 2-seatef
also dead 4
Mishap near home

n . .
aere this morning.

Capt. Subhash Saxena,
Flying Club who accompanied Mr .
Pitts—also died in the crash. The plane had taken off from the Safds

jang Airport about 8 a.m. and crash ed about 8-10 a.m,

According to an official spokes- plenty of smoke was emitted
its wreckage, according to
witnesses. The wreckage was limit-
ed to a small area.

At 810 a.m. the Safdarjung Air-
port ‘control tower saw the
craft going behind
When it was no longer noticeable
and about 10 minutes passed,
airport sounded the
driver of Mr Gandhi’s car rushed
to the spot’/of the possible acci-

man, ‘“it was not clear who flew
the plane, Both Mr Gandhi and
Mr Saxena were qualified to fly it.
The plane was duly certified and
cleared by the Director-General of
Civil Aviation.”

The -plane struck a tree before
crashing down by the side of some
barracks behind the NDMC hous-
ing: complex, Palika Vihar, in Wil-
lingdon Crescent. Incidentally, Mr
Gandhi’s house—12, Willingdon
Crescent—was not far from the ac-
cident site,

The plane did not catch fire but

NEW DELHL ' June 23—The

from the 1, Safdarjung Road pesi-
dence of the Prime Minister at
4 p.m. and is scheduled to reach
Shanti Vana at 6 p.m.

The delay in the funeral was in-
evitable as Mr Rajiv Gandhi, the
elder son of Mrs Gandhi, was away
with his family in Italy on a holi-
day,

Mr Rajiv Gandhi is expected to
reach here by tomorrow morning.
Mr Sanjay Gandhi’'s mother-in-law
who is also abroad is expected to
return home tomorrow.

The decision regarding the fune-
ral. site was finalised this after-
noon after Mrs Gandhi accompani-
ed by Lt-Governor Jagmohan
visited the Shanti Vana.

The Delhi Police after working
out the arrangements announced
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NEW DELHI, June 23-Mr Sanjay Gandhi, son of Prime M
ister Indira Gandhi, died in a plane crash near Wiilingdon Crese

dent,

Mrs Gandhi

pass. thro

Road users have been asked to
follow the instructions of the traf-
along the proces-
sion route, No wvehicle will be al-

fic policemen

lowed to be anywhere
along the route and cross-traffic
will not be any

point while the procession is pass-

ing: through.

Unlabelled. vehicles may be park-
ed behind the Red Fort in. the
open ground or in the ground op-
Ghat, the police spo-

posite Raj -
kesman said.

The body of: Captain
Saxena, former Chief Instructor of
the Delhi Flying Club;, who died
along' with Mr Sanjay Gandhi this
morning will be cremated ' tomor-
Nigambodh

row at
Ghat.

Hindusian Times Correspondent

NEW DELHI, June  23—The
brand new, imported red Pitts air-
f craft that Mr Sanjay Gandhi flew
won the world
championship four times in acroa-

B tic feats.

This recent acquisition was be-

structor of the Delhi Flying Club,
Capt. Subhash Saxena, who died
along with Mr Gandhi. Yesterduy
morning he had flown Swami Dhi-
rendra Brahmachari and Mrs Ma-
neka Gandhi. Today, he had taken
Mr Sanjay Gandhi for a “{oy ride.”

According to  knowledgeable
\sources, Mr. Sanjay Gandhi was in
the rear seat, holding the eontrols.

Capt. Saxena was eceated in front.
Mr Gandhi performed three specta-
cular loops in mid-air.

The source said the accident pos-
sibly occurred between the third
and fourth loop that Mr Gandhi at-
tempted. The attempt at the fourth
loop proved fatal.

Mr Gandhi was dashing by na-
ture and danger attracted him. He
went flying daily except when he
was out of town. He was also a
flight instructor and had an excel-
lent pilot rating.

The source said he had very
sharp reflexes. In the sky he was
alert and exercised full control. He
had taken the Commercial Pilots

Licence (CPL) during the Janata
regime just to prove that he was
in no way favoured.

In acrobatic

Gandhi
competitors.
point

duated | into

The twisted metal remains of the plane which crashed near Willingdon Crescent) Other man with
Mr Sanjay Gandhi and Mr Subhash Saxena, co-pilot.—K. K

e tified as Capt, Subhash Saxzena.

a former Chief
Gandhi in the plane—a two-seater ¢

eye-

air- accompanied
Ashok Hotel.

informed at
about 8-20 a.m. and she left for
the spot accompanied by security

(Cremation today at
Shanti Vana

Hindustan Times Correspondent
‘tonight that the processivn Gw;ll,
3ola

meﬂm;%ﬁr& & <y iy
th, India Gate, Tila
M

Haj
) o Marg, indraprastha Marg and Ring
The fuperal procession will start Road,

Subhash

12 noon at

feats ‘Mr Sanjay
above other
He excelled in
landings

had scored
pin-
exploding
balloons with his aircraft propel-
lors in the sky. Besides, he
won several coveted prizes in acro-
batics during the Janata regime.
Flying was his passion.
his elder brother, Mr Rajiv Gandhi,
who started with a glider and gra-
commercial
pilot, Mr Sanjay Gandhi, straight-
away went for powered flying., The
glider to him had limited scope.

Unlike

m

[nstructor of the '

Togrt.
I
i

\

by staff. By the time she rea
there the bodies had been

out by breaking open the sidesi

the aircraft and cutting off |/l

safety belts. Sobbing  Mrs Gand

them to the Lol

Hospital in an ambulance. k.
Mrs Maneka Gandhi, along

the other relatives, reached the hosH
sirens. The

tal soon thereafter. At the hos]
tal Mr Gandhi and Mr Saxena
declared dead.

As the news spread, Mrs
dhi’s Cabinet colleagues, Vice-Pg
sident M. Hidayatullah, the seryi
chiefs, top Government  offieial
including the Lt.-Governor,
several important political leéades
reached the hospital. )

Thp medical formalities at
hospital  were over by 1-45 p.n
when Mr Sanjay Gandhi’s body b
decked with flowers was taken i
a police van to the Prime Min
ter’s house. Mrs Gandhi and M
Maneka sat beside the hody on 't
van. {

Mr Rajiv Gandhi, Mrs Gandh
elder son, and his family who. ¢

g bn aw > !
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presently 'in Italy are arriving h

to panticipate in  the  crematic
ceremony tomorrow,

Earlier, the Safdarjang Alirport
authorities said that Mr  Gandhi

and Mr Saxena had taken off i
the aircraft and they were to be
in the air for an hour. The aircraft
had taken the weather clearance
before taking off. Top civil avia-
tion and police officials were un-
able to say anything about the

cause of the crash.

him his wife
Brahmachari

and was in the air for a total of 4
» minutes,

| Plane engine

‘stopped’

Continued from page 1 col 7
and forebade all from approaching
the spot. Soon thereafter the
bodies were taken out of the
wreck%oi..

Mr hna Sankar Paul, an ae-
sistant sub-inspector o West Ben-

al Police, standing near Banga

hawan near the crash site was
one of those who had seen the
plane coming down.

He said the plane .ﬂyinti in the
westerly direction from the Saf.
darjang airport suddenly went up
vertically and in no time it spin-
ned and crashed with a bang, This
was about 8-15 am., he said.

Mr Paul said he reached the
spot and saw a young man’s body
with half his head smashed lying
in a pool of blood. He said some
others on the spot recognised the
) man as Mr Sanjay Gandhi. Then
a beard was no-
j ticed under Mr Gandhi. ‘His head
.\ had got crushed and was lying in

ja pool of blood. He was later iden-

{ Mr Shyamlal Yedav, Congress-1
(member of Rajya Sabha, was elect-
jed president of the All-India Rail-
iway Switchmen, Cabinmen and Le-
Jvermen’s Association at its second
;anmml conference in Negpur oz

Ol A

Before leaving home at 7-30 a.m.
ad for the airport this morning, Mr
Gandhi had informed his mother.
He had flown the plane last even-
ing also and had taken along with
Maneka, Dhirendra
and Mr R. K. Dha
wan, Special Assistant to the Primc
Minister. He had made two sortie

Inquiry to

be held

Hindustan Times Correspondent

NEW DELHI, June 23 — The
Government has decided to hold a
court of inquiry to prove the cir-
cumstances and causes leading to
the plane crash this morning.

The names of the personnel con-
stituting the court of inquiry will
be announced tomorrow. The in-
quiry is likely to be headed by a
tormer judge. of a High Court.

Under the Civil Aviation laws,
every air accident has to be in-
ated either by the Air Safety
orate of the Directorate-
ral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
higher level court of inquiry
appointed by the Ministry of Civil
Aviation and Tourism.

Meantime, the Ministry of Civil
Aviation and Tourism has sent a
minary report on the Pitts
sh to Mrs Gandhi.

ling to the Civil Aviation
sources, Mr = Sanjay
I was at the rear seat, while
" Subhash Saxena sat in . the
‘Tont seat of the two-seater single-
1gine biplane,

Second visit to

-
crash site
NEW DELHI, June23 (UNI)—A
im-faced Mrs Indira CGandhi, her
es red and swollen, visited the
te of the air crash at 3.50 p.m.
day.
Mrs Gandhi emerged from he:
vhite Ambassador car and walked
few yards, jumped the rope cor
ion and fold the experts inquiriny
into the crash, “Sanjay was wear-
ing a wrist watch and had a bunch
f keys.”
s Gandhl was told by the ex-
and' senior police officers
both the wirst' watch and the
urch of keys had been deposited
1 the police station.

R ed(ly expresses
grief

%:)ﬂ, ident Sanjiva Reddy; in o
phone i -.catio:r{rom Tiru:
pati to Mrs Indira Gandhi, said 1
am shocked to learn about the
sudden and sad demise of Sanjay.”

The President said Mr Sanjay
andhi’s passing away at a young
i8¢ was a great loss to the coun-

BHe said “my wife and I send our
gart-felt condolences to you,
gneka and other members of
ur family in this hour of sorrow.
&y God give you the strength to
far this irreparable loss.”

t ‘Nation loses a
| dynamic force’
‘ W DEY I, June 23 (1"1"{)~3-£»-

BN, Modi, president of
d in a cond )

6 ol £ LI
sage . fo
that in Mr
th, the youth
orce and the
promise”,

incale
added.

K. K. Birla’s

homage

o NEW DELHI, June 23—On
learing of Mr Sanjay Gandhi’s
death a grief-stricken Mr K. K.
Birla said:

“I heard the news of Mr
anjay Candhi’s sad and tra-
€ demise with great shock,
88 news was unbelievable.
b had the good fortune of
#fowing Sanjay closely for
eeany years. He was just like
8 member of family to me.

€ Was a dynamic leader with
Breat vision. A leader in his
WD right, he was the future
#i0pe of the country.

“His unexpected and un-
imely passing away has come
§ & stunning blow to the
gtire nation, The void left
By him will never be filled.

L “Our sympathies go to the
prime Minister, Maneka and
e entire family in this hour
i great tragedy. May God
erant peace to the departed
ul and courage to all of us
=his countrymen, to bear the
OSS with equanimity ”

ulable and

DELHI,  June 23 — The
of the red plane carrying
danjay Gandhi had apparently
beds while it was swooping
il near the crash site behind
$imgdon Crescent this merning.
g to eyewitnesses the
of the engine suddenly stop-
d the plane spinned and
ved to the ground. It ap-
€ persons occupying the
were trying to crashland.
lane had narrowly missed
occupied barracks a
S from the crash site.
arlier doing aerobatics, the
crashed into a small cluster
,and cut a big branch of
" tree as it forced its way
b In the process it turned
0Rd 8mall mass of twisted metal
gave little indication that

Hl, Jiune ,aa%mla-i ;
o

vt i S - e

Mrs Indira Gandhi standing

DIN AIR CRASH

below a portrait of Sanjay

Gandhi' as his body lies on a raised platform in a room

of the Akbar

Road annexe of

the Prime Minister’s

house in New Delhi on Monday afternoon. —Sondeep ‘Shankar

Dazed silence, moist eyes

Hindustan Times Correspondent

jay QGandni slowly
upio the annexe of 1,
1g Road a lone voice qi

g with embotion called out
ab tak Suraj Chand rahega San-
jay tera naam rahega”.

The  silence that = followed
brought stinging tears to the eyes.
The slogan raiser made another
attempt but broke down' mid-way.
“Sanjay, Sanjay” the voice wailed

while the grief-stricke
Ministers and ex S X
wives, family friends of the
(Gandhi's, party wo
jay's group of you
friends was too mov
the chant.

As the open van slowly made
its way from the PM’s house to
the annexe where it is to be lie
for public “darshan”, the women
broke down, their sobs coming
clearly above the din of the car-

c

d to take up

Safety limits over

cily not heeded

Hindustan Times Correspondent

NEW DELHI, June 23—The two-
seater Pitts (S-2A) - plane which
crashed this morning is specially
designed for aerobatic sports, but
as a measure of caution its flying
below 5,000 feet and above resi-
dential areas is prohibited’ under
Indian Aircraft Rules and interna-
tional flying regulations.

These precautions were not  ap-
parently heeded. Also, according to
aviation circles, neither Mr Sanjay
Gandhi nor Capt. Subhash Saxena
had had any experience in flying
this type of aircraft which was
the only one to be brought into
India.

The plane was imported by a
leading  businessman in January

ité: occupants could have surviv-
ed.
Soon after the accident three

fire tenderms and two ambulances

accompanied by police officers
reached the spot. The area was
cordoned off. Prime Minister

Indira Gandhi who was informed
about the crash at 8-20 a.m. rush-
ed to the site, With tears in her
eyes she reached the place as the
bodies of the deceased were being
placed in an ambulance. She ac-
companied them to the Lohia Hos-
pital where the two were declared
dead.

As the news of the crash spread,
around 9 a.m. large contingents of
the armed police arrived on the
spot to check the crowds trying
to reach the area from all direc-
tions. However, despite the heavy

Py — - i . -
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1977, but the customs had not
cleared it until last month.

It was assembled here and the
first person to fly it was Mr
Kamender Singh, a Delhi = Flying
Club instruetor, about 10 days ago.
Even at that time Mr Gandhi was
very keen on flying it, but he was
dissuaded from it.

Pitts received the certificate of
air worthiness only on Saturday
last, and that afternoon and on
Sunday Mr Gandhi had flown it.
The plane had logged 10 hours
when it took off for the ill-fated
flight this morning.

As the plane is meant for aero-
batics, its flying over  high-rise

Continued on page 6 col, 8

gine ‘stopped on the dive

Hindustan Times Correspondent

police presence people kept com-
ing as near to, the wreckage as
was possible, Press photographers
and reporters were allowed a view
of the site from a distance of
about 50 yards.

Some of the men living in the
barracks work in a nearby dairy.
Their womenfolk said that the
men had gone out for work quite
early in the morning. While they
(the women) were fetching water
to their houses, they saw the plane
faulng down with a great sound,
There was no fire but plenty of
smoke. According to them, it ap-
geared. the persons in the plane
\ad  tried their best to avoid hit-
ting the barracks.

They said just after the crash
the officials arrived on the spot

Continued on back page col 3
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Parliament
adjourns

dindustan Times Correspondent
NEW DELHI, June 23—Both the
Houses of Parliament adjourned
for the day today after paying
glowing tributes to Mr Sanjay
Gandhi, the young parliamentarian,
from whom many things were ex-
pected by the ruling Congress-I
and the Opposition alike.
Speaker Balram in the Lok
Sabha and Vice-President Hidaya-
tullah in the Rajya Sabha spoke
with choked voices of the passing
away in ftragic circumstances of
the young man with great promise,
The adjournment of the Rajya
Sabha was a rare gesture, for Mr
Sanjay aandi.i was a member of B
the Lok Sabha. Normally, one
House does not adjourn for the
day if a member of the other
House dies. :
The mood of the members was
different today .In the Lok Sabha, §
of which Mr Sanjay Gandhi was a

Glimpses of a restless life—
pictorial tribute on page 9.

ulember since the
elections, extraordinary tributes
were paid to him.

Former Prime Minister Charan
Singh, for instance, saw in him §
ine cenire of hopes for millions” @
whiie, for former External Affairs
winister  Atal Behari Vajpayee,
Banjay’s death was ‘“darkness at
noon”,
As the
in an air

last January

news of Sanjay's death @
accident  this morning |
had spread all over the city suffi-
ciently early, members from all §
sections of the two Houses had ga- §
thered in strength as also the party
leaders to pay their homage.

Only one figure was missing
from them—that of Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi—who is also leader
of the House. ' Normally on such
occasions, the leader of the House
associates with others in paying
tributes to a sitting member of
the House. Today she was busy
elsewhere, presumably making ar-
rangements for the last rites of
her beloved som.

Mrs Gandhi’s absence from the

‘ontinued on page 5

Outloek: Partly cloudy sky. Maip-
ly clear night. Not much change in
day temperature.

Max. Temperature: 375 deg C
(minus 2 deg C).
Min.  Temperature: 275 deg C

(minus . 2 deg C).
Sunset on Tuesday: 7.22 p.
Suiirise. on Wednesday: 525 a.m.
Moonset on Tues-

day: 3.02 a.m.
Moonrise  on Wed-

nesday: 3.37 p.m.
Relative, Humidity:

Max. 85 ‘per cent;

Min: 43 per cent.

a

enter’s hammer driving 'in nails
[ arcicudes. The van had final-
ly come ito a standstill and all core
dons and emotions broke loose.

Every heart seemed to go out
to the two women bringing home
the mortal remains of their coms
mon love. Maneka, the young
widow, sat close to the bandaged
head of her hushand. Her large
wet eyes mirrored bewilderment
and shock. Her red nose gave am-
ple evidene of shed tears. Dressed
in a printed black and white churi-
dar and kurta her wet hair cling-
ing to her face Maneka mournful-
ly looked at her mother-in-law as
the van came to a halt.

Mrs Indira Gandhi sitting eclose
by near the body of her son, was
a picture of fortitude. Dark glas«
ses hid her eyes and her cotton
sari “pallav” covered her head.
The two alighted from the van and
many surged forward to lend a
hand in carrying the body of San-
jay into the room. The single
Continued on back page col 3

Maneka Gandhi grieving
for her hushand.—HT.




