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A year after its establishment
by Andhra Pradesh Government,
the Sanjay Automobile Academy
in the city is still grappling with
countless teething troubles.

The troubles stem mainly from
the disinterest of the Government
as also the incnpabllltyto of th:
_ academy's management mee!
' the objectives set for the institu-

tion. i

' and technology

~ lomas and BE and

Although envisaged to comple=
ment and supplement the activi-
ties of the reputed automobile
testing institute at Pune and other
seats of learning like the Indian
Institute of Science, Bangalore and
the Madras institute of technology,
the Sanjay Academy is, at best, a
poor cousin of the local industrial
training institutes. ;

The academy was planned and
executed in a great hurry as the
then chief minister, Mr M. Chenna
Reddy, wanted to inaugurate it on
August 15, 1980 barely 50 days
after Sanjay’s death to vie with
other states setting up memorials
to the youth leader.

In fact, the project report of
the academy was submitted to the
Government a fortnight after the
academy was inaugurated.

A registered society, the aca-
demy is described as “a memorial
to the commitment of Sanjay
Gandhi, one of the greatest youth
leaders of modern India and 2
modern-minded persons who set
great store by the role of science
in the nation's
development.”

Located 15 km away from the
city, behind Autonagar, an aban-
doned automobile industrial estate,
the academy consists of six asbes-
tos sheds, two of them still incom=
plete. The administrative offices,
a paint shop, classrooms and work-
shops for “specialised” training in
motor, diesel and auto electrical
mechanism are housed in these
sheds.

- Only the sheds and a few ram-

shackle vehicles lying around dot °

the 25-acre landscape of the aca-
demy with the entire area, includ-
ing driying lanes covered with
rocks and thick shrubs.

So far the academy has drawn
a blank in five of its six main ob-
jectives—setting up  automobile
servicing units, small-scale pro-
duction units automobile ancillary
industries, research and develop-
'1?&:: and automobile testing faci-

‘With regard to the sixth objec-
tive of imparting academic instruc-
tions and‘ftrsgnmgheﬂdma. g to dip-
fice it to say that the academy

‘| could attract only 93 students as
| against the e e

intake capacity of
dri
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' some students. It is

whoge Office i1s situated 25 km
away from the academy in Secun-
derabad, visits the institution twice
a month., The principal formerly
with an ITI, comes to the aca-
demy “only in the afternoon as
he is otherwise busy in the sec-
retariat,” the instructors say.

Most of the students are drawn
from the backward classes and the
physically handicapped. Having
completed their ITI courses they
expect placement in jobs after
training at the academy. They
are getting a measly stipend of Rs
80 out of which Rs 25 is deducted
for bus passes. Not a single dip-
loma has been awarded after 13
months of training.

The academy has two ambassa-
dor cars two jeeps, three motor- |
cycles an autorickshaw, a scooter.}
besides a bus fo train students in’

or foilet, and leaks heavlly durs
ing rains.

It was originally planned fto
academy

spend Rs 2 crores on the

in a phased manner till 1985.

Of this amount only Rs 25 lakhs

have been allotted and so far
utilised for construction of sheds
and some costly equipment, -

uh'ua‘l:{ig
to execute

The academy T
dose of funds if it

the ambitious expansion prog- |
rammes, but in view of its tardy

progress, the Government is un=
likely to come forth with the
money. In fact, =a senior official
of the Labour and Technical
Education Department, when ap-
proached, even pleaded ignorance
about the academy and refused
to comment till he studied the
academy’s objectives. 5y

e

driving and mechanism, Students|
complain that they have to more
often push the bus than drive it.

They allege that the vehicles
are rarely available for driving as
the instructors use them for per-
sonal work. Some of the driving
instructors they say, learnt driving
only after joining the academy.

According to the curriculum, the
students were to be trained for
six months and one year respec-
tively in light and heavy vehicle
driving but none of the trainee
drivers has driven a vehicle for
more than two months.

At the end of the academic
year, the trainees are being re-
fused driving licences, as pro-
mised Hy the management on the
grounds that it cannot afford to
pay Rs 1000 for the licences for
the 25 trainees. In the mean-
time, the date for renewal of
their  learner’s  licences has
also expired. ¢

In one of the courses — sauto

echanism — there is

only A
tructors. One of 1Ct4
‘has since beontranstemd else-

where. : s »
For the courses in diesel, auto
and

P ~examinations  which
were to be held along with the
ITI's were postponed on acc
of disturbances in the Old City.
The question papers for the
ITI and the academy being
similar fresh papers will have
again exclusively m\"

to be see
whether this will be feasible as
also when the State Council for

- in Vocational dm




