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Youth Cong-lI in ferment

Our Staff Reporter

HE ' re-emergence of the San-

~ jay factor on the Youth
Cong “scene of Delhi may have
far-reaching repercussions

Mr Gandhi’s acrobatics have
alféady: set in motion a bprocess
of -division in the Youth Cong-1
al] - those vehemently opposed
to his dabbling in politics have
started rallying behind Mr Prem
Swaroop  Nayyar,

The genesis of
developments goes
eight months ‘when
Gandhi thrust hig
crony, Jagdish Tytler.
Youth Cong-I of Delhi.

After the 1977 Parliamentarv
elections+* when the Janata Party
swept ‘the polls, acute demoralisa-
tlon set into the Youth Congl.
But as popular anger against the
Congresg: Party and its youth
wing began to subside with the
passage of time, the Youth Cong-
ress' was revived in a subdued
manner. Even at this stage the
progess ' of division in the orga-
sation: had hecome obvious, fol-
lowing “the pattern in the parent
organisation.

‘While Mr Dev Kant Barooan
nomtnated Mr P R Das Munshi
president of the AllIndia YC the
Natienal ' Council of the AIYC
chosa "Mr Janardan Singh Ghelot
s prestdent. The IYC. thus had

the present
back seven-
Mr Sanjav
Emergency
on the

the -dublous distinction of havingj

had: . presidents simultaneons-
ly’ for ia time period extendin
about six ‘months.
This anomaly, however, ended
hefore the Congress Party split
on 2 January, 1978, and when
Mr  Brahmananda Reddi was
elected .. Congress president.
After the split, Mr Prem Swa-
roop Nayyar and Lalit Makan
convened a conference in the Ca-
pital of all former State Youln
Congress presidents owing allegl-
ee to :Mrs Gandhi, and formed
" Congress Youth Forum. Nav-

“Pecame its Delil unit presi-
dent, and Ram Chandra Rath, Its
Aj}*’lndja;,&;' president. Later, Tytler
was approached to become pre-
Bi&nt of the forum’s Delhi unit

cl

that he reportedly
the plea that he was

on
'an educational institu-

t!on_i_n Delhi and that any active
participation on his part in poli-
flcs would Invite trouble for his
Institution, .

Seven-eight months ago, - the
W to_revive  the
outh Congress, superseding thc

outh Forum. e understanding
was that Mr Ram Chandra Rath,
MP, was to be its all-India presi-
dent, and Nayyar, its Delhi boss.
But Mr Sanjay Gandhi put his foot
down."He wanted Tytler as _ the
Delhi unit chief. Tytler being a
crony of his e YCI affairs
could be better manipulated
with him at the helm of affalrs
in the Capital. Strangely enough,
Tytler saw no harm now in any
active political participation.

Mr Gandhi’s will prevailed. Tyw
ler was nominated president, and
Nayyar relegated to the post of
joint secretary.

YC-1 members resented the
development as Tytler had more
or less remained in the back.
ground in the post-Emergency
pveriod, while Nayyar had been
participating actively in all poll-
tical activity. To pacify Nayyar
and his supporters, IYC-I pres:
dent Rath held out the assuran-
ce that Nayyar’s supporters would
be given 50 per cent representa-
tion in Delhl YC-1 executive.
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But when the executive as con-
stituted 26 of the total 30 berths
went to Tytler’s men. Nayyar’s
men. could manage only. four, The

According to a circular issued,
the Delhi YCI was to send 10
members to this camp. For eligl-
bility, a member had to have
five years’ standing in the youth
girganisation and was to ‘be a
matriculate, Six of the members,
reportedly sponsored by Tytler,
did not fulfil the requirements.

Tytler, a man with o much
say 1In the affairs of the YC-,
incidentally, joined the Youth
-Iwry oyl Sumnp Auo  SsaIduo)
gency, in 1976. He therefore him-
self 1s a member with less than
five years’ standing.

When Nayyar bvrofested the
move to send six of Tytler’'s men
to the training eamp, YC-I presl-
dent Rath offered to send five
of his men — an offer that Nay-
yar declined.

On 15 April, Nayyar and others

called a conference of Dellm
YC-I workers to discuss, among
other things, the Special Courts
Bill and the Janata, budget. It
would appear that Nayyar’s fol-
lowers had planned fo thrash

out the Delhi YCI affirs at this
meeting. They threw out

var, b ) - T at
the meeting, the Dethi unit_chief.
“The Sanjay camp is seething

with fury. By way of retaliation
Tytler has “exvelled” Nayyar and
¢our others, Though the  scales
<eem weighed in favour of Nay-
yar, the supvort to him {s still
not very vocal.and. militant.

Saniay factor had asserted itself " yoyi.” Congl - members In the
again. As vpart of Sanjay’s SVS* mynieipal corporatlon and  the
tematic campaign, Nayyar's men p.t.onolitan council have already
pegan  to be ignored in most (..o grumbling  against San-
YC-1 programmes. ; jays’ politiral acrobatics and the
When the YC-I, for instance. y,qasirability of his presence in
was invited to send a team  to the pojitical arena, two MPs, Mrs
the Moscow ~youth meet, out of paroret Alva and Mr B P Maur-
the eigh* men sent, six wera ¢a ‘“haye made themselves abun-
from Dethi alone — all sald t0 gapqy clear on the Sanjay issue.‘
be Tytler’s camp followers. The The pelhi YC-I affairs are also
remaining two represented  the fikely to figure at Saturday’s
rest of the organisation in  tha ATCCI conventlon in the Capital.
country. This was again  Sanja¥ = No dramatle developments are
showing his muscle. anticipated right away. But the
The_ pationz inj camp of simmering resentment. now is
the YC-I, h t Nagarj ar _likely to grow with time, tin
Tom 7 to 11 Apr orecipitatea things reach an explosion  point,
fhe orisis that had been plagu- Events might then move very

ing the organisation all this time.

fast.




