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Cremation
today at
Shantivana

Our Staff Reporter

Shantivana, samadhi of Jawa-
harlal Nehru, has been selected
the cremation cite for Mr San-
Jay Gandhi too. Cremation will
take place on Tuesday at 5 p.m.

Mrs I.ndira Gandhi visited the
samadhi personally on Monday
afternoon to finalise the crema-
tion arrangements.

The funeral procession will
leave from 1, Safdarjung Road,
the Prime Minister’s official re-
sidence, for the cremation site
at 4 pm. It will pass through
Rajaji Marg, Vijay Chowk, Raj-
path, Tilak Marg, Indraprastha
Estate, Ring Road and Rajghat,

SPECIAL TRAINS BUSES

The railways are running

special trains to Delhi to enable

\

people attend the funeral of
Mr Gandhi. .
The  stations wherefrom the,

special trains will run include
Varanasi, Rae "Bareli,. Amethi,
Lucknow, Chandigarh, Ajmer,
Jaipur, Jhansi and Patna.

The DTC will operate special
buses from' Delhi Junection . New
‘Delhi ;. Rly Station Nizamoddin Rly'
Station and ISBT on the morning
of 24 June. Tt ran special services
from 50 radial peints to 1 safdar
jang road throughout 23-24 June
night,

Our Staff Reporter ;

Mr Gandhi (33) and Capt Sa-
xena, (45), died instantaneously.
They had both received extensive
-“head to toe” crush injuries, and
were brought dead to hospital,
doctors at the Ram Manohar Lo-
hia hospital said. The two had
been taken there after being cut
out of their cock-pit harnesses as

they lay trapped in tde smash-
ed fuselage.
As the stunning news spread

through political and public eir-
cles, a shocked Mrs Indira Gan-
dhi rushed to the crash site near
the neem grove in the 'old Ke-
venter’s colony behind the Chan-
kayapuri Delhi traffic police lines.
She then went to the Lohia hos-
pital, and together with widowed
daughter-in-law Maneka Gandhi,
brought the body home to 1 Saf-
darjang Road.

The funeral of Mr Sanjay Gan-
dhi is scheduled for Tuesday eve-
ning at Shanti Vana as the family
awaits the return from Italy of
his surviving brother Rajeev, now
on a holiday with his Italian wife
Sonia and their two children.

Sanjay Gandhi had himself be-
come’ a father earlier
When a son . named Feroze
Varun Gandhi, was born to him
and Maneka.: Capt Saxena, marri-
ed 18 months back, has a six
month-old son.

Sanjay Gandhi “was a keen fliew
since 1976. The. ill fated plane,
a Pitts $-2-A two-winged. model
specially meant for aeronautical
trick flying, - had been bought

PM'S FORTITUDE

Our Siaff Reporter

T 1, Safdarjung Road, the

day had started as usual
on Monday. There were visitors:
‘Ministers, MPs, senior officials;
party workers and others. Prime
Indira Gandhi was
going through her daily routine
of méetings when the  tragic
news of her son’s death reached

| lier. )

* Civil

Union Minister of State for
Aviation and Tourism
‘Chandulal Chandrakar, who was
among the Monday’s audience,
later recalled: “It was around

. 845 am. a household aide came

and whispered to her: “Sanjayji

ke accident ki khabar milli hai”.

%he calmly asked: “Kiya huya
2i"”?

Then, perhaps on second
thoughts, Mrs Gandhi moved to-

‘JUNE COMET’

Our Special Correspondent

Mr Sanjay Gandhi, who
was killed in an air accident
en Monday morning, has dis-
appeared from the Indian
political arena exactly five
years after he entered it the
same month of June. |

June,” 1975 was memorable
for many reasons. In the
early hours of 12 Jume that
year, a close confidant of
Mrs Indira Gandhi, India’s
Ambassador to the Seviet
Union D P Dhar died in a
Delhi hospital following a
major heart attack. That
very day came the Allahabad
High Court judgment dis-
gqualifying Mrs Gandhi from
membership of Parliament.
There was a turmoil in the
country, and it was then that
Mr Gandhi stood beside his
mother adding strength to
her will as she underfock
important measures that left
an indelible imprint eon the
face of the country.

On 20 June—eight ‘days
after the Allahabad High
Court judgment—a massive
rally was organised by the
Congress Party at the Boat
Club. One of the key figures
in organising the rally was
Mr Sanjay Gandhi. From
that day his prominence in
the field of Indian politics
started to be felt and noted
by all, and though he remain-
ed for a brief period in the
background he began to be
associated with major policy
decisions.

Indeed, Mr Gandhi was
consulted several times be-

PSR RN RN 1 TV T e,

“pital

wards her house. There . was
some commotion. She got into a
car and left the house imme-
diately. Then, other household
members left for the Lohia Hos-
: where Mr Gandhi and his
instruetor  Subash Saxena had
been taken.

At the ‘Thospital, where :the
erowd had started collecting,
Mrs Gandhi rushed straight to
the emergency ward. A senior
doctor attending on Mr Gandhi
came out and stuftered....“How
are they?” enquired the Prime
Minister. The doctor
himself a little and finally said:
“Woh. ..woh. .. ji nahi rahe”.

Almost everyone there broke
into loud wails. Mrs Gandhi tried
to comfort some of them though
her own tears gave her  away.
She soon wiped her tears and
was found consoling her daugh-

Continueg on Page 7 Col 4

Security = officers inspecting the wreckage
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this year .

calmed |

VIR SANJAY GANDHI, M.P, Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi’s younger son, died with his co-pilot Subhash
'Chandra Saxena in the capital on Monday morning
when th'eir' two seater American bi-plane crashed in

Chankayapuri while performing aerobatics.

some time ago from the United
States, The plane had arrived .in
the Capital in ecrates and had been
commissioned after re-assembly
only this month, Mr Gandhi had
flown the plane a few times in
the preceding days, and had tak-
en his wife and some friends up
for joy-rides,

On Monday, he drove to the Saf-
darjang airport at 7.40 a.m in his
car, signed for the plane and took
off with his co-pilot at. 8.04 am.
After a smooth take off in clear
‘weather and good visibility, the
plane performed, some  inverted
and trick flying, coming low over
Ashoka Hotel after which it went
into a 'spin, gouged a furrow
through a dense grove of neem
trees and crashed on its rose.
There was no fire.

The Directorate-General of Civil
Aviation, which has ordered a sta-
tutory enquiry into the crash and
Central intelligehce and ‘forensic

See Edit: Sanjay Gandhi

officials, were going over the wre-
ckage and the crash site to find
out the cause of the crash, They
refused any comments.

The light plane does not have
the ‘black box’ which is manda-

liners and records the movements
and pilot’s conversation  which

can later be. decoded. by investi<
Continued On Page 7 Col 4

Subhas Saxena

of the two-seatet Pitts
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Tirupati, #s
on ' Tuesday.
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Mrs Indira Gandhi and
Road residence from Dr

PROBE INT!
AIR CRASH
BEGINS

Our Staff Reporter
{1E Directorate' Gene

L, Civil
an inquiry

Aviation

killed on Monday.
‘The.

a former Judge,
the erash. '

The Delhi crime branch police
are also investigating the
leading to the aircrash. Other I
telligence agencies: are also b
lieved to have joined the probe.

log book, th
“snag register” and other docu-
ments pertaining to the import-
\craft were seized by
BGCA officials within four [
Senior officers:
were seen

The preflight

ed sports

of the accident.

ill-fated

of the Flying Club
Meanwhile, the

crash
Gandhi.

9 telephonic

: Union Government
tory equipment on passemger airs g, gm?ir on - Tuesday -

tevel Court of Inquiry, headed DY
to .enguire into

of the Civil Aviation
interrogating - engineers ,
Delhi Flying Club at about 1.
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Tragedy during aerobatics

d

has

into. the aire
which Mr Sanjay Gandhi -

)

s

facts

of the

p.o. /

The oil eart. which filled the
aireraft with 25 litres
of high octane aviation fuel
Monday worning was kept under
lock and 'key apparently
analysis to deteet foreign
ter in the oil.' A lock
been put on the separate

on

for
mat-

has also
godown

hanger.

Mini

of

Civil Aviation and Tourism sent
a preliminary report on the air-
to Prime Minister Indira

LEADERS

; commuuil
from Tirupati to Prime Min

Ifl'dira Gandhi said “I am shock-
ed to:learn about the sudden and

'sad »demise of Sanjay,” reports
PT’I.\ :

The President '~ said : Mr Sau-
jay’s passing away at a young

age was a great loss to the coun-

try.

‘He said “My wife and 1 sen?

our heart-felt

condolences

to

you, Maneka and other members
of ‘your family in this hour of

SOTTOW.

May God give you the

Stremngth to bear this irreparable

tossy Hriat

Mr Reddy who is camping at

Vice-President

Hiday

likely fo fly to Delhi

tullah

said in a choked wvoice that the

Plane had

Cur Staft Reportier

HE, whiteand-red biplane, 1o
.. Which  Sanjay " Gandhi and
chief instructor S Saxena died on

Monday was a brand new sports
model Pitts S-2A and had done
only six hours of flying after it
was re-assembled in Delhi eight

days .back.

The aeromané _was registered
with the DGCA. on 19 June.

From the twisted wreckage of
the ill-fated aircraft, senior ex-
perts of the DGCA have come t0

'the preliminary cosclusion
the plane had'stalled and com® 3

that

crashing down from a height of
at Jeast 2,000 feet as'it could not
regain optimum 'airspeed.

The bent propellor
position of the

and

 $hrottlec

the §
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SruNED

Wiriieg for the day after

lties condole
fimely death

’
& Cong-I Parliamentary
opted a condolence reso-
v the death of Mr Sanjay
and their members
in silent procession to
Safdarjung Road, the

g8l inister’s residence, savs

olution, moved by Mr
85 ti Tripathi, placed on re-
(PP P-1's deep sense of
EOW over ‘‘this national fra
¥Wond  conveyed to “our

leader,” Mrs Indira :Gau+
heart felt condolences. Mr
i deseribed 'Mr Gandhi as
ing star, of Indian polifics
disappeared, ... a _fire

has
Bfhas been extinguished.”
eting of the members of

iCC-I  office
i shock” at the' death. ‘of
B ceneral-secretary - Sanjay
Jhtinued on page 7. €Col. 2

JOCKED

L a very enthusiastic’young-
if high quality and promis-
freer had been . snached
i

f:death of Mr. Gandhi who
Baxious to do a lot of good
B masses had left everybody
8 country “thunderstruck.”
ormation and = Broadcasting
fter Vasant Sathe said Mr
pi’s death was ‘“sunset in
orning.”
liamentary Affairs Minister
Enkatasubbaiah said he was
fed “when I heard the tra-
fin which our dear Sanjay
his life.”
H N Bahuguna,  former
Finance Minister, describ-
fir Sanjay Gandhi’s' death’ as
g fragic”” He said that *a
fling youngman’s career has
Lontinned on page 7 Col 1
hine had been running smooth-
But it appeared that one of
itwo pilots—it was not cleaw
| 'Was ‘in command—could not
in sPeed above 70 miles per
. and the - engine stalled,
Bing the plane to come down
a brick. ;
the plane Pittg S-2A “special,”
L manufactured in , Wyoming
the Aerotech Inec. Tt had a 200
. Lveoming engine capable of
e a maximum of 120 MPH
h a stalling speed of abou®
MPH, and: a ‘feur hour :flying
durance tune with! a 20 US
lon single tank .capacity.
EYE-WITNESS .
hanger mechdnic | of the
Ihi Flying Clup  claim~
to. have witnesséd the whole
Hshde Accordine 1o ! hin

expressed

(the ¢Prime  Minister

Mr ¢

4 NarayANAN )

reka Gandhi on the police van carrying the hody of Mr Sanjay Gandhi to their 1 Safdarjung
wohar Lohia Hospital on Monday—PATRIOT photo.

Parliament
adjourned

Our Special Correspondent

and grieved by the sudden death of Mr
Gandhi in the plane 1
Parliament met in an -atmosphere of gloom and

accident © on Monday
paying tribute to the depart-
ed soul.:

Sorrowful MPs assembly; in both

Houges and described the death
of Mr Gandhi as a loss not only
to his mother. Mrs Indira Gan-

dhi, his wife, Mrs Maneka Gandhi,
and his thmfly, but for the en-
tire nation.

In the Lok Sabha, leaders of
all prties spoke expressing their
heart-felt condolences. In the
Rajya Sabha chairman  Hidayatul-
lah paid glowing tribute to Mr
Gandhi. Both the Houses adjourn-
ed without fransacting any busi-
ness.

In the Lok Sabha, Speaker Bal
Ram broke down several times
as he made the short announce-
ment and paid his fribute’ to
Mr Gandhi. :

In the Upper House, Chairman
M Hidayatullah = said “we are
poorer, wmuch poorer after his
death”. ¢

The Chairman said: “Honour-
able members must have learnt
the sad news of the ' untimely
loss of Mr Sanjay Gandhi'in an
aerial = accident. The' untimely
loss of ‘any patriotic citizen of
the country is to be bemoaned.

“When we lose somebody-who
was more than that, who was

(Continued on page 7. Col 5)

Unsafe for. loops,

says pilot

LUKNOW, June 23 (UNI)' —
The two-seater Pitts biplane ,was
unsafe -for 'aerobatieal feats:like
loop, according: to Capt K S

“Makan, who had flown with Mr

Gandhi:several times. ¢
With tears in his eyes, Capt
Makan told newsmen “An Ame-
rican pilot, settled in Australia”,
had warned him against doing
loops in the Pitts biplane. .He,
however, was too dazed to re-
collect the name of the Amerl-
can pilot. ’
Capt Makan had. himself done
one seortie in the biplane; ‘on
Sunday, morning after which Mr
Sanjay Gandhi flew two sorties.

six hours

took off in the biplane at 8.04 a.m
and crashed at 8.17 g.m.
The mechanic said that
Continued on page 7. Cou 3

Yugoslav PM for
putting off visit

Qur Special Correspondent

Yugoslavia PM, Veselin = Djurano-
vic has conveyed to the Indian
Government his desire to put off
his official visit to this'country sche-
duled '{o begin on 26 June. 3

Though the reason for this has
not been explained, it is learnt that
due 'to: the demise of Mr : Sanjay

the

‘Gandhi he does’ not' want to come

to India just now, especially when
herself has
peeén personally bereaved.

Mrs Gandhi has sot yet decided

AASU, Parishad
refuse to react

L 5

the
wozlds
jews

Sanjay Gandhi is- dead in

Delhi plane crash. (this
page)

Withdrawal

USSR begins withdrawal of

troops from Afghanistan, (this
page)

Grim

Western leaders meeting in

Venice paint grim  picture of

outlook for world economy.

(page three)

South Asia

King Birendra of Nepal supparts -
Daceca proposal for South
Asian summit. (page three)

Scandal

Big  scandal  allegedly involving
senior officials in fictitious sales
of texthooks unearthed - in
Haryana. (page four)

Movement

Setting wup third oil refinery Is
one of the demands on whien
Assam CPI plans mass - moye-
ment. (page four)

Cricket

play at Lord’s,

Trade

India’s deficit in external trade
caused by pr_ice rise, maintains
C_omme:rce Secretary. (page
eight)

WEATHER

OUTLOOK: Partly cloudy
sky, mainly clear night, not
much change in day iempera-
fure.
The maximum temperature on
Monday was 37.5 degrees C
(—2) and the minimum 27.5
degrees C ' (—32),

The maximum relative humi-

di?y was 85 pc and the mi-
minimum 43 pe,

Rainfall nil.
Sun sets on Tuesday at 7.22
pm to rise on Wednesday at

Rain disrupts
(page six)

to PM’s move

GAUHATI, June 23 (UNI,
PTI)

1E sponsors of the. Assam

- movement today appeared
disinclined to give up their agi-
tational programme despite the
Prime Minister’s hint that the
Government was not rigid in its
‘approach te 'find a practical so-
lution to the foreigners issue.

In. statements issued tonight,
both . the | All Assam Students
Union (AASU) and the All
Assam Gana Sangram Parishad
did not react to Mrs Indira Gan-
dhi’s’ reiteration of the Govern-
ment’s preparedness for talks
with AASU for a negotiated set-
tlement within the framework
of the Constitution.

In a statement, AASU

Continued on page 7, Col. 3

AASU, Parishad

2?

said

differences

{ OQur Stait Correspondent

GAUHATI, June 23—Leaders of
the All Assam’ Students Union
(AASU) did not attend yester-
day’s ‘meeting of the All Assam
Gana Sangram Parishad which
announced a fresh programme
for the anti-foreigner movemet,
it is reliably learnt. The AASU
s a constituent of the AGSP.

Differences between the AASU
and the Parishad’ recently came
to the surface, with the AASU
showing a more reasonable atti.
tude and greater willingness to
come to a settlement to call off
the movement. . The . Parishad,
after” a brief - period during
which it ‘seemed to be relenting
on ifs earlier 'firm stand, ' has
once again taken a belligerent
attitude ' as evidenced by the
Programme of bandhs, ete., it
announced it last might.

525 am,

ATV VoV SAASLAANPARS S T ot Y

Rajya Sabha:
Opposition talks
to pool votes

Qur Special Correspondens

With only a day left for filing
mominations, the Opposition -lea-
ders are still continuing discus-
SLons onl Sponsoring common can-
didates for the Rajya Sabha elét-
tions from eight States.

The consensus after a series
of negotiations in the past few
days is for pooling the surplus
votes of each party in favour of
a joint candidate. This = means
that the Lok Dal will contest two
seats in UP and one in Bihar
and the Cong-U one in Maharash-
tra. The two parties have al-
ready 'announced the names of
their candidates.

The talks now seem to
more on how best the votes of
all parties and surplus votes of
the dominant Opposition partles
could be pooled. In Maharashtra,
the Cong-U is learnt to have al-
ready agreed to give its surplus
votes to Dr  Shanti Patel the
Janata candidate.

Mr Chandrajit' Yadav and Mr
Narendra Singh from the . Lok
Dal, Mr Ramakrishna Hegdé and

Continued on page 7, Col. 6

SUPPLEMENT

Included in this 14-page
issue of PATRIOT is a four-
page supplement on the
Cable Industry.

be

Batch of Soviet troops
leave Afghanistan

KABUL, June 23 (AFP).
NE Soviet troop division and
108 tankg : - left . for - the
Seviet: Union early this morning
through ,the -Salang 'Pass  High-
way, an official announcement
here said.
Foreign and Soviet journalists

were taken to'the Soviet army
gartison’ ' and an Afghan tele-
vision team filmed ' the ° with-

drawal.

The announcement by the In-
formation Ministry said that to-
day’s withdrawal was. in accor-
dance with “an agreement reach-
ed between the commander of
Soviet forces and ' the  Afghan
Government on Sunday.”

One of the journalists sald
that he counted “at least 200
Soviet trucks, and 100 tanks

coming’ out of the Soviet army
garrison and heading ' towards
north.”

Reuter adds from Moscow that
the Pravda correspondent report-
ed from Kabul that tank units
and armoured personnel !carriers
left the’ city outskirts “in a long
line” early yesterday morning at
the, start of their 500 -kilometre
journey north to the Soviet
Union. : ‘

He, said | Afghan. people: turm-

for their “friendly assistance” te
Aighanistan.

Tass reported that the fare-
weil ceremony took place  at
Kheirkhane and was attended by
representatives of the Afghan

Continued on page 7. Coi 4

USSR promises
further help
to Afghanistan

MOSCOW, June 23 (PTI) —Pre-
sident Brezhnev 'said today ‘that
while withdrawing some units of
Soviet troops. from  Afghanistan
“on agreement with ‘the Afghan
government,” Soviet Union !'would
“further help” that countrv
“build - the new life and 'preserve
gains of the April revolution.»

He made thig statement i a
report to the plenary meeting of
the Soviet Communist Party
Cen‘ral -Lommittee, :

Life in Arghanistan, the Soviet

leader said ‘is now gradually
coming back = to normal. Large
gangs. of counter-revolutionaries

were roited
have ' suffered

“The ' intérventionists
" serious défeat.”
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